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Professor Shimp received a Bachelor of Science in Engineering from the US Naval 

Academy in 1976, Master of Science in Information Systems from the US Naval 

Postgraduate School in 1984, and PhD in Philosophy from Sofia University St. Kliment 

Ohridski in Bulgaria in 2010. He was awarded Doctor Honoris Causa by Caucasus 

University on 12 October 2011 for his extraordinary contributions in strengthening 

international relations and his exceptional record of public service to Georgia. He is a 

published authority on American and European Union governance and is a member of 

the Advisory Board of the World Security Network. He also serves as Honorary Consul 

of the Republic of Georgia. 

A retired U.S. Naval officer and former Commander of the South Carolina Naval National 

Guard with the rank of Rear Admiral, Dr. Shimp now oversees a broad range of 

activities for Maybank Industries LLC, one of South Carolina’s premier multi-mission 

maritime companies with extensive experience in global logistics, shipping and terminal 

operations, vessel construction, international project management, and intermodal 

security.  

Rear Admiral Shimp received numerous US, UN, NATO, and other international military 

decorations during his distinguished naval career and was granted the Freedom of the 

City of London in 2003. He is Founder and President Emeritus of the Black Sea Council 

of the Navy League of the United States, a multi-national civilian organization that 

supports US and allied sea service personnel as well as maritime activities in this 

strategic region. 


