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About the Journal

Caucasus Law Journal is an international peer-reviewed scholarly periodical of the School of Law at
Caucasus University, published by Caucasus University LLC. It is published twice a year in English.
The Editorial Board may decide to publish a special (supplementary) issue.

Publication is free of charge in both print and electronic form. Published works are immediately
accessible without payment or registration. Copyright remains with the author, who grants the Journal
first-publication and subsequent non-exclusive distribution rights under a publishing agreement.
Publications are licensed under CC BY 4.0, subject to author consent and the rights and permissions
applicable to third-party materials.

Scope and Types of Contributions

The Journal may publish academic reviews, scholarly articles and analyses of legal practice.
Manuscripts must contain scholarly novelty and address current legal issues. They must not contain
discriminatory text, hate speech, unethical assessments, insulting statements or personal criticism, and
must respect the personal data of third parties.

Authorship and Affiliation

An article may be submitted individually or by co-authors, with a total of no more than four authors.
Eligible submitters are academic/invited staff of Caucasus University; academics at higher education
institutions in Georgia and foreign universities and research centres; independent researchers; doctoral
students; and legal practitioners. Authorship requires a significant intellectual contribution to the
research, manuscript preparation or substantive academic revision. A co-author, like an author, bears
equal responsibility for the content and observance of academic integrity.

= For each author, give the full name, academic degree (if applicable), institutional affiliation (if
applicable), academic or professional position or status, and ORCID iD.

=  Where an affiliation is stated, indicate the institution’s official name and country. An author without
an institutional affiliation may indicate Independent Researcher status.

* Provide this information for each author in the Author Application Form and published article. The
application must also state each author’s full postal address, country and email address.

Submitting a Manuscript

Submit the Author Application Form and manuscript through the Journal’s official
https://openjournals.ge/index.php/CLJ. If a technical malfunction of the platform prevents
submission, they may be emailed to csljournal@cu.edu.ge. The editorial office subsequently records
such submissions on the platform.

Manuscript Formatting

=  Submit the manuscript in MS Word format. Use Times New Roman, 11 pt, and line spacing 1.0 for
the main text.

= As a general rule, the manuscript must not exceed 20 pages. Set top, bottom, left and right margins
to 2.5 cm.

= Footnotes: Times New Roman, 9 pt, line spacing 1.0. Bibliography: Times New Roman, 10 pt, line
spacing 1.0, with paragraph spacing 0 pt before and 6 pt after.

= Use bold type for the title. Number bibliography pages consecutively with the main text.


https://openjournals.ge/index.php/CLJ
mailto:csljournal@cu.edu.ge
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Required Article Structure and Bilingual Information Blocks

Article components

The manuscript must contain an introduction, main text and conclusion. The introduction includes the
relevance of the subject; the conclusion includes findings, possible recommendations and future
perspectives.

Abstract and keywords

The abstract must contain 200-250 words, covering the research objective, methodology, principal
findings and conclusions. Give 4-6 keywords or terms reflecting the main content and research
questions; they must not reproduce the article title in whole or substantially.

Bilingual publication metadata

Each published scholarly article must include English- and Georgian-language information blocks
containing the required author details, title, abstract and keywords. The Georgian-language information
must correspond in substance to the English version, although the abstracts need not have identical word
counts. International authors are not required to prepare the Georgian information block; the editorial
office provides its translation and ensures linguistic accuracy.

Mandatory Declarations

Immediately before the bibliography, include three separate mandatory declarations: Funding, Conflict
of Interest and Declaration of Generative Al Use. Each must state whether the relevant circumstances
exist or do not exist.

Funding

Where funding exists, identify the funding organisation and, where applicable, the grant number.
Otherwise state that funding does not exist.

Conflict of Interest

Where a conflict of interest exists, disclose its nature. Otherwise state that there is no conflict of interest.

Declaration of Generative AI Use

Where generative Al was used, state the name of the system and the purpose of its use. Otherwise state
that it was not used. Al cannot be identified as an author or co-author; the author retains full
responsibility for content, accuracy, sources and academic integrity.

Style, Citations and Footnotes

Sources must be accurately cited. Define less familiar abbreviations and acronyms on first use. Latin
terms and other non-English expressions are italicised where appropriate; explain less familiar terms in
the main text or a footnote as appropriate. Put quotations in quotation marks and provide the
corresponding footnote. For a paraphrase or individual idea use the appropriate equivalent of “see” or
“compare”; ‘“compare” refers to a differing position. Follow paragraphs 5.9.1.6-5.9.1.7 of the
Regulations for the order of quotation marks, punctuation and footnote markers.

Books and monographs

For a whole book, cite the author’s surname and initials, full title, edition (except the first, where
applicable), volume (where applicable), place of publication, year and total pages. For a specific
passage, give the page number or range without “p.” or “pp.”. Example (whole book): Dixon M.,
Textbook on International Law, 7th ed., Oxford, 2013, 393. Example (specific pages): Johns L., Politics
and International Law: Making, Breaking, and Upholding Global Rules, Cambridge, 2022, 55-71.
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Edited collections and journal articles

For an article in an edited volume, cite author, article title, volume title, editor(s) marked “ed.” or “eds.”,
volume (where applicable), place, year and relevant pages. Example: Bouwer K., The United Kingdom.
The Oxford Handbook of Climate Change and Private Law, Kysar D.A., Lim E. (eds.), New York,
2026, 590—-606. For journal articles, cite author, article title, journal title or established abbreviation,
year, volume, issue (if applicable) and article page range or cited page (without “p.” or “pp.”).

Legislation and judicial decisions

Cite a legislative act by full title, adoption date, number (if applicable) and official publication or access
source. For judicial decisions, follow the relevant court’s official citation standard; if none exists, give
sufficient data to identify and locate the decision. For national court decisions, retain the official
national style and apply the rules in paragraphs 5.12.1-5.12.2. Cite international organisation documents
according to the organisation’s official style; cite conventions and treaties in accordance with paragraph
5.13.2.

Web resources and translated sources

For electronic sources, cite the author (where available), full title and website (where appropriate), then
“Available from:” before the URL and an access date in square brackets, e.g. [Accessed 27 May 2025].
For translated editions, identify translators and editors as prescribed in paragraph 5.15. For foreign-
language sources, use the original or consulted edition’s language; transliterate non-Latin bibliographic
data into Latin script and give an English translation of non-English titles in square brackets.

Bibliography

Provide one consolidated bibliography in alphabetical order of author surname, or title where there is no
author; arrange multiple works by one author from newest to oldest. Alphabetise non-Latin sources by
their Latin transliteration. List case law separately under “Case Law”, alphabetically by court and then
newest to oldest within each court. List every source once, and cite specific pages in footnotes. At the
end of each non-English source entry give the publication language in English in square brackets (e.g.
[in Georgian]); this does not apply to case law. Do not state publisher names in footnotes or
bibliography.

Editorial Process: From Submission to Publication

1. Receipt of the manuscript. The Author Application Form and manuscript are submitted through the
Journal’s official OJS electronic platform. If a technical malfunction prevents submission, they may be
sent to the official journal email address; the editorial office subsequently records the submission on
OJS.

2. Initial editorial assessment. The Editor-in-Chief checks formal admissibility, citation standards,
editorial policy, aims and scope, and preliminarily evaluates scholarly novelty, research relevance,
methodological soundness and overall academic quality. This screening does not replace independent
scholarly peer review. The Editor-in-Chief may consult an Editorial Board member or relevant expert.

3. Correction of formal deficiencies. Where technical deficiencies are identified, the author is notified
and given a reasonable period not exceeding seven calendar days to correct them. A manuscript that
does not meet the requirements does not proceed to plagiarism screening or peer review; if the
deficiencies are not corrected within the prescribed period, it is not considered for publication.

4. Turnitin screening. The Journal screens manuscripts for textual similarity and academic integrity
using Turnitin, with an indicative threshold of 20%. Exceeding that threshold does not automatically
result in rejection. Quotations, bibliographies, legislation, judicial decisions and other legal materials are
assessed in context; the Turnitin report serves as an auxiliary tool.

5. Double-blind peer review. An admissible manuscript is anonymised and sent to at least two
reviewers. Review reports are due within four weeks, with an extension possible where justified by the
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Editor-in-Chief. This is not a deadline for the Journal’s final decision. Where the initial reviewers’
recommendations on publication differ materially, a third reviewer is appointed. Anonymity is
maintained during and after the review process.

6. Reviewers’ recommendations. Reviewers may recommend: (a) acceptance without revisions; (b)
acceptance subject to minor revisions; (c¢) substantial revision and resubmission for further peer review;
or (d) rejection. Recommendations requiring changes are accompanied by comments and explanations.

7. Author revisions and editorial assessment. Where reviewers request revisions, the Editor-in-Chief
communicates with the author and assesses the extent to which the reviewers’ recommendations have
been addressed. Where necessary, the manuscript may be considered for publication in the subsequent
issue in accordance with the Regulations.

8. Final editorial decision. The Editor-in-Chief makes the final decision to publish or reject the
manuscript, taking account of the reviewers’ reports, scholarly quality, academic integrity and editorial
policy, except in cases of conflict of interest provided for in the Regulations. An independent Editorial
Board member handles the case where the Editor-in-Chief has a conflict of interest. The decision and its
principal grounds are recorded and communicated to the author in writing through OJS or email.

9. Editing and final version. Before publication, the manuscript undergoes technical and language
editing. The editorial office may propose changes to the title, wording or structure without altering the
scholarly content. The final edited version is sent to the author for review.

10. DOI assignment and publication. Each scholarly article to be published receives a Digital Object
Identifier (DOI), shown in its electronic and print versions. Articles are published in accordance with the
Journal’s open-access and copyright policy.

If publication is refused, reviewers’ reports are provided upon the author’s request while protecting
reviewer anonymity. Upon request, the Journal may issue an official certificate confirming acceptance
for publication.

Publication Ethics and Misconduct

Plagiarism, self-plagiarism, fabrication or falsification of data, duplicate or simultaneous publication,
improper attribution of authorship and citation manipulation are prohibited. Conflicts of interest must be
disclosed. Any interested person may notify the editorial office by official email of possible academic
misconduct. The Editorial Board examines the matter and may determine appropriate measures
according to the nature and severity of the violation; for an unpublished manuscript, the final editorial
decision remains with the Editor-in-Chief. Where a violation related to a published manuscript is
confirmed, the reasoned decision of the Editorial Board is published on the Journal’s official electronic
platform or, where necessary, in a subsequent issue.

Contact Details

Editor-in-Chief: Prof. Dr Irakli Shamatava

Journal: Caucasus Law Journal

Institution: School of Law, Caucasus University

Submissions and Editorial Correspondence: csljournal@cu.edu.ge

Official Webpage: https://cu.edu.ge/schoolss/school-of-law/csl-research/kavkasiis-samar tlis-
zhurnali-caucasus-law-journal-clj

Publisher: Caucasus University LLC
ISSN: 3088-4446 | e-ISSN: 3088-4454
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