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The idea of studying abroad was something I often talked about, but the real experience turns out to 
be completely different from any expectations. It is far more positive than we can imagine, and at the 
same time more challenging than it may seem at first glance. For the sake of experience, it is important 
to take a step forward even when you feel you are not fully ready, because that is when we learn the 
most. 

Within the Erasmus+ Programme, I spent the fall semester of 2025 at one of the leading universities in 
Istanbul-Koç University. It is an international environment where students from many different 
countries study together. Being in such a diverse setting is a unique experience: through 
communication, you not only meet new people but also discover a new version of yourself. 

A change in the academic environment is especially important for testing your own abilities. In this 
regard, the professionalism of the lecturers at Koç University is truly noteworthy. Personally, I feel 
very fortunate in this aspect. Their genuine passion for the teaching process was clearly felt. 

Istanbul itself is a truly remarkable city: full of life, multicultural, and filled with a unique energy. 
However, among all these positive experiences, the most rewarding feeling is realizing that in a very 
short time you have undergone tremendous personal growth. 

So I would like to address everyone who is currently hesitating to take a step they are not completely 
sure about: sometimes that very step becomes the most valuable experience of all. 

 


