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This course will study the most important cases of the democratic transitions from the
history of the countries which have gone through the color revolutions and the Arab
Spring. We will see which one of them have experienced relative success or complete
failure and look into the political, geopolitical and socio-economic factors, which have
influenced those outcomes.
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Global in scope, special attention will be placed first on policy and implementation
Security Sector Reforms in the post-Soviet bloc (not only Post-Soviet Republics), and
secondly on other authoritarian and post-authoritarian states, with the view of
developing a future policy agenda for SSR as a means of transforming societies and
nation-building.Another important facet of this course’s design will be a comparative
approach not only (as is most often done) between different developing and
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transitioning nations, but also with SSR in developed states. For instance the American
concepts of “Zero Tolerance” and “Broken Windows” policing will be studied as it was
implemented in the USA cities first, and only then how it’s turning out in Georgian
context; Japanese concept of “Koban” Community Policing as such, and then its
application in Armenia; the US military and how it shaped nation building in
Afghanistan and Iraq and so on.
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A survey of political systems, economy, society, and culture of the major European
countries in a comparative perspective. Special emphasis is placed on common
governance in Europe, and challenges facing the region in the era of globalization.
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This Bachelor course will introduce students to theories, concepts and themes about
Geopolitics. After this courses the student should know what do we mean by
Geopolitics and its different schools within it. S/he should be able to reproduce the
theoretical knowledge, read, and think critically about texts and even reflect on his/her
own understandings of Geopolitical issues. S/he should be able to analyze, and think
critically, about geopolitical at different levels. In addition, the student, should be able
to write a well-argumented and well-sourced paper, and successfully present it.
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