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eneration 2010 Bggbo momdoo. gl 3o, oboQaodhpyco IFyobogoo,
6HmdgeoE 30330Lool dgpool L3meoL LHPPIBHY0do, ghwmo LoLBogQM
390Lbol gohgegodo, LoD m3gdo 993ddgbom. IFOboQoL zodmEgdedo
30330Lool Ybogghbohgho o L3MOLmMOgdo EOa39b3oMbYb.
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6md 39060030 gmgogoygm yzged ob 3dogbogo, Mo oo boboo, gzobpmpo
bdodomeo 3390gd30.
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0y oby oo Loghgo. gl Jyhbogo o3 Eobogeolol TggLgdol J3EgeMdSS.
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o HodPgddy, 3Moho3ne o Wo30LYBoe VdOMZLgdedg, Lodgohml
30bLghzopmhye o WObodguhngg 0p9gddg, B39bL EOdm30EgdYEgdgddg moo
Loydoho pogobymm. yggee gbyg, 0bhghzoy o LhHohoo dbmomp B3gbmgols
0dhnoend mgdol o 3hmdegdolb gbgdo. 3OmEgLbgddo Bohmgol, LEmOHgE obg
- 3obboggom, pogogdhgdom 306yggom.
800m39008g Iydomdo B3gbmgol, ghopbmygop, oo 3oLybolIggdemdo Eo
300mB3930 0ogm. EoEo Jopemdo yzgeol, 3063 dmagzo Lodyoggde, Bzgbo
Loogddgeo Logohmp godmaggzghobo.
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Jgbododobop, gmbpo o6 oMol 3obyboldggdgeo dobogol
Foboohlidyg.
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30900 dbogoom IPbogoendo 0bpybedoo.
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30309060 0gdmboo IyLogoend HobpgbEogddyg
o Loghon Lodmgopmgdhog PohgdYQEgdgd—
83g. LOBdmEOEPMYdO OGOMMMgdL (3bMd0ghHgdOL
LodP3ghgdl, moz0LYBEEIdO Emadopyho Fg-—
bgoyegdgdolgob, 3mbLghzohodadlb oopgh-
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1968 Boob 2 ogpmddgho HMHogoznQo
ongo 39dbogobmgol. LEHIYEgbHgddo 1968
Bool mQ0d30yho ®ododgdol EOhml dobo-
g9bhoEogdol godohbmgzon dmgeo Lmggoml
gphoppgdo d00d3ogl. obobo dmoghmdol
0©930gboye 3meoho3ol 03hmhalhgdEbgb o
3moo3ool Pahobol podghol, pbogzgbbo-
Hohodolb 0o30LPg8egdobo o 3dmeohozyho
30h03hgdol gomogzobygegdol dmombmgp-
696. 09300m00006 o0gd3oodg dmo dmobo-
d0m LHYEIObHo Jogopo. Boboggbpobipmo
Lodhogool JoypbgpogzoE, dwoghmdod dogo
900633 godmoyggbo. 44 LHyEgbho Eoopy-—
30, 300 podogpo, bmgm poobomgdon 1400
bhaEabho Eoodohodhgl. [l

1999 6300, 069630
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LhEgbhgdo dmgeo Emols dobdoedyg
hgamhdobhyeo godgmol, ,Loeod“-ols,
obyhgol o3hmhglhgdpbgb. ogzools
dmbobopggdl modom, Loghom Losbmg-—
0g009ddo, dgooMomgdyeo doegdo mogzL

©ogbbbgb. m3gho3ool EhOmL Modpgbody

LHYEIbHo ©ooMyds, ohoghmo 3o ddo-—
990 Eodo3po. LodbmhgLhm Hoomo Pbo-—
390Lohghorod dmge J3gygobol dmgpm.
00 003p0Lb3od Logydzgeo Boygoho
0®obolb Eodmygzopgdgeo LEHYEabHhYOO
dmdhomdol Bodmyopodgdol, GmIgoos
o0g8pg odhoghoe RoQNdL Ldrabha-
0L 9gegdgool EoEgoLl. 61
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0080 Bo03ghHbgb. Qodmbopmhoodo Mopom
dmBymdogmdo 99ddbgl, Gmdgomois dmge
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17 bmgdd9mL 25 (Hhobzo doopao ybogzgh-
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LHYEIOHd0 EOHML ombmgzEbgb g303n030-
obmgol, gho—-ghmdo Hobzdo goobbmeo. 24
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dmygopo opgo, d99ddbo gobygo, OM3geoQ
3o0hymdobgol, Omd 0g3ho pogoyg. 363069,
ggomgeo o6 Bomgoo gghom gobomgdygo
gobyoo 3oR3gbgdl, oy OGmpolb pbpo dgby-
300Hm L3o. ol moomgyeo ygoypdob Zoegagoe-—
300b obpgbl o ododlog FgLododobop
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2008 Boob ©330LhmLb MBopEob 4 Bgoo gogopo. 39—

Mompyeop, Lbgopolbgo Lohgeg308om goEogdgdLo
0 LHOEHO90do momdml 03 obpmhoygo dmbogzgzgmols
3008Mgools Lyhgogo Rbpgde. oghgbool Eo 0MOBL (33Q00gd900L, GMo-—
3ombogymo 0bogodol Lyhzogo 3300L. gb Bgdo Jmodgdoggdoo. dg 20
Bool g3oM. o EEgl, 3obpo gogzoam, GOmamh bgpogzgh o ogolgdgb o3
390ompb Bgdo womdol opodoobgdo. obobo, goLog 08OL, GOOHMIMOE,
09300000 9300090006 bmedg. GOmgmd BoMOdmopggbgb dmdogogdo Lo-—
Jobmggoeml ggmghogoyne LOBP3MgdL? 3mbyoodhol gowpodholb Mo gdgoL
bgpo396? Bodhmdgb oy oho, 6m3 Hghohnhogdolb EodOYBIdL oligs
0300 0gdbgdo Fglodegdgeo? 306 obEgbl gogegbol o Ahmamb m303w9—
00 dogohomobphygo 30bBymdgdo Lodmgopmgdedo?
03 3ombggdom ogdhogz0LH-LbHYEgbHadL Bdogzdobmog. Bgdmzol domo
0860ol dmb3dgbo 36093b6gQm30600, MOEEEL 3030, GM3 gl (33000909—
b0, LBoOgE ©3 momdol dmLodmggdgQoo.




03. §935bod3z000L Lobgoemdob
andogobol bobgedBogm Pbogzghlo-
babob bHIEgbho. “QodmBobmmod
1918"-0b 6Gg360

boggedo, ULopog g aogz0dobpgy,
bye ogo OoPO3
030030. d03L oohomo o LOHmQo Pb—
00 3EmEbmps. 0y oo o dgnhosb-
dgoggeo 0930039060 obdmpo: ,amam
bmd of bod®” o Lbgo dLgogLigdo.

bdomop dgLdol, Om3 B3zgb oghg—
boygo Eo dogopmdobizgb dophgzo—

»303900 opdhol”

Q0 0omdd 300m, 0gMod yzgeo Bobo
0omdo 99009389 030l ©3dmMdL.
0330bhmL ®3ol Fgdpgy, oboegod—
bOpgol  dogopohobpyho gobBymdgdol
30093 39600 goddoghgdol 300B693.

B3gb Mgooyhop ob gogom, OL
603603l Logdobmggenbo-
B3gb Lbgo womdo goho. o
303Mo80 o

ogbodgmo
300.
a3osbmghoo  bmbyddo,
0d bogbbg, opgoegddyg
b Eogohayeo  Hahopmbog-
b0 Pdhoomp Bohbygos, Om3geos o6

oMhoggho
303300,

3030 OMamh goghdgepgdo. LOIBHbo—
6o ohob ol, O3 oboggodhpgdolo-
30L b3ohop 3mbaoogdhol dmggzohgodols
6033000, GH9hoHmMogdol EodhYbgdo
oMol dmogoho TFodobo. 2008 Bood-—
09, 00000 PIogzeglbmdol LFghmps,
6md B396b ®3om Tg3degdom (33Q0-
090g0L.  LoOBmgoEmydod  TFgyagzgmo
00og3hmdol ®m3o o 306 gl dmobmz—
6o dgobbyeo.
o Jogbgpgon, Gm3 3mwbgoodhol go-

oboo BgQo—bggo 9b-

0069g3900L ghmopghmo gdo ob oMol

3hdbmdo 3od0Rbps. Ompabog dbmonp
09300 opEodoobol @H3ogoel bgpog,
d93degdgeoo mpglbdg dobo dmdbhg
3obpg.

03. §935b0d3000L Lobgoemdob
adogobol LobgedBogm PbogzgcOLO-
babob bhEabho, “godmAoHmAod
1918"-0b Bgg6o

dobobogl 3osogobhog o dogo—
Hohobhoi. Joghod BgdL dgamohgd—
8o gl 6030900 odhpoeyho mgdoo,
030(hm3 03089 0MHLEAOML gLoYdOMdM.

g3aQodg  Bghor
30b6Bgmdo  “godpgdol  MgzmeynEool”
390093 3030dgbo. 3meo3ool o Fo-

dogohomobhyeo

Mol godooghgool dopFahol Yowpy-

03306OML M30 aMLOLLIMBOL JaEMO3EILMo0LAIZ0L dJJBHRBIZITV0
09(. 36806 303(MBb(BWOBJID, 306 Ldbd30 MM Ld30690).
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0©58006Jd00, HMFLJB3IB (M30FLI d®03(0 BOIDHMOL.
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doQoob
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doomgols gL
06033690mg3060  Logomboo.
oboggodhpgdol  Pdhogzegbmdo
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dgoodopgdyco  3mbgeogdhgdo  Lo-
Jobmggomdo  dg93hobomgzol  dbmomp
#00300370 HahohmbogdLb” 6086o3L.
od dbmomp Hghophmbooo 360336g—
omgobo, ULbgo obdoggho @ohgdy—
0qdol oh BoMdmopggbl. o330LEHML
mdo dmbobogmdol Pdhogzeglmdobmgol
8998Rbg3g00 ogm
Loggohgdom). 8bmomp 8o8ob go-

(0d0gQol8o gob-
dogbodoEbgb, 6Ompgbog y3ob Eobg-—
30 pog30Bygm. dobgpbgb, 6Gm3 B3zgb
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30600 d0dobo To0biE dmeodomozgdom
doopbBggo. 303003 B390006, Omgmhi
30 Loddg Hhodohmbogdol Eodhybg—
ol gbgdo, g43ged mObobdoo vobbol
0obopo o Lodhdmegzgoop Bogzopgl.
gL LobgedBogm 36Hm3030bpol Fgpg—
30(300.

8 0330LbHML mdol J93pga, yzgQo—
boodo 0Mdmeol Bdodoho IOmHgLbHoL

9

Lo boBogo dmbldohps, 6OmEgLbO3 gL
00bbo 9g0dogompe Fobposgodo, go-
600090000 EO0ObEYdIYQOYm. oEOdoo—
6o, 6Gm3geos 390 LBO3QEMOL, bTohop
$06030 od dopo-—
Q0 0bobpoyhgdos. gbgs dmgddgpgdl.
Lobgedbogmd Lodbgphe Lodbobymo
“ao03mn3ynohyeo”, 3dophomphygo wy-
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INTERVIEW WITH MICHAEL TURNER

= Anno Maisuradze

& Irina Kurtanidze

Some answers in this interview have been abridged.
See the Caucasus University website for a full videotape
of theinterview. Interview conducted December7,2012).

You are the public affairs officer at the
U.S. embassy. What does your job consist
of?

Part of my responsibility at the embassy is
overseeing some of our education outreach
and some of our media outreach. The public
affairs section at the embassy is actually qui-
te a large one for an embassy of our size. We
have people who work on exchange progra-
ms, which is either sending students to the
United States to study, or bringing Americans
here to lecture on a topic. Also bringing cul-
tural and performing arts groups here to Ge-
orgia. In fact, we just had a jazz quartet visit
and do four concerts and some workshops
last week. The other side of my office hand-
les media. And we both engage the media to
answer their questions, but also to promote

policies that the embassy has. And if the am-

bassador gets questions from the media, we
advise him on how to interact and meet with
the press.

Let's talk about the Georgian media.
What do you consider areas of strength
and weakness of the Georgian media to-
day?

The strengths and weaknesses in large
part reflect many aspects of the culture and
society. There's a huge amount of passion
that you find in media in terms of people
being interested and writing very passiona-
tely on a story. | think sometimes the pas-
sion can overwhelm what should be a more
clearheaded and fair response to a situation.
That's true with media all over the world.
Journalists should try to convey informa-
tion that is accurate, fair and timely and that
shows both sides of the story. And when a
journalist, not just a Georgian journalist, is

16

consumed with passion, sometimes those
lines get a little blurred. | do like [Georgian
journalists’l passion and aggressiveness to
get a story. Journalists need a bit of that fire
inside them, that quest for truth is important.
I've had the great pleasure and responsibili-
ty of working with journalists from all sorts
of different countries and to see the interest
that Georgian journalists have in pursuing a
story, particularly young journalists who are
thinking of how to be better reporters, how
to find the details and the nuances of a story
- those are all important things.

In media, what are areas of possible
future cooperation between Georgia and
the United States? In 2011, USAID funded
with 13 million dollars the G-media pro-
ject. The goal was to strengthen indepen-
dent media in Georgia. What do you think
may be further...?

Let me explain why we care about deve-
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loping Georgian media. In any democracy
it is extremely important to have an active
and accurate media because media is the
watchdog of society. It's very important in a
democratic society that people have informa-
tion and one of the main sources from which
they get it is the media. In order to maintain
your democratic values you need to have a
vibrant and strong media. Our interest here is
to help Georgia develop that cadre of jour-
nalists that can be the watchdogs for society.
There are lots of areas where we can coope-
rate. In addition to the G-media project, there
are lots of smaller programs that we do throu-
gh my office. We send reporters to the US. to
cover events. Like during the recent elections
in the United States, we sent a camera crew
there, just to show audiences here how dyna-
mic, messy and crazy the democratic process

to me. They are going to ask me all those hard
questions, and | have to be able to respond. |
think we understand that. It's the responsibility
we have to engage the media that we want. If
they are asking us the hard questions, they are
asking their own government , their own pe-
ople, their own society, those hard questions,
too. And ultimately, that is a good thing.

With the new government, has the me-
dia situation in Georgia changed in any
significant way?

It seems to be changing, in flux, maybe
more so now than in the past. That's not
necessarily a bad thing. It's good to shake
things up. Whether this is ultimately going
to be good or bad, | can’t say. What's being
reported about ownership of various outlets
changing hands and things like that, it's a

Do you encounter Georgians who have
a stereotyped or distorted view about
some aspects of the United States? If so,
what are these stereotypes and distor-
tions?

It happens everywhere. Even Americans
have stereotypes about Americans. I'm from
Texas, and as soon as | say, “Hi, I'm from Texas,"
they ask you where your cowboy hat is, and
did you ride a horse to school, and do you
have any guns. Stereotypes that people have
about Americans are so broad, and some-
times they hit close to the truth. One of the
misconceptions about Americans is that we
are here trying to interfere. This is an opinion
that | think a small minority has. We really are
here because we value Georgian partnership,
Georgian friendship, and the importance that
Georgia is in the region. Georgia has accom-

IN ORDERTO MAINTAIN YOUR DEMOCRATICVALUES YOU HAVETO HAVE STRONG AND
VIBRANT MEDIA. OUR INTEREST HERE IS TO HELP GEORGIA DEVELOP GOOD JOURNALISTS
SOTHATTHEY CAN BE THE WATCHDOGS OF THE SOCIETY.

is back in the States. That's one way of expan-
ding the knowledge base and capacity of
journalists here in Georgia.

Do you think there’s a danger that U.S.
funding toward media projects could be
seen as outside interference in Georgia’s
internal affairs?

Well there’s always that kind of danger.
Whenever aid money is exchanged, people
will have this expectation of a quid pro quo
- “Oh, you've given us money, therefore you
don't want us to work hard at being journa-
lists,” for example. Nothing could be further
from the truth. My position as a spokesperson
for the embassy is sort of like a double-edged
sword, one that | welcome. On the one hand,
| want Georgian journalists to be tough, ag-
gressive, fair-minded and detail-oriented. On
the other hand, journalists are going to do that

thing in progress. All we can do is observe,
wait and see.

Besides military cooperation, what do
you consider the most significant measu-
res the U.S. government is taking to help
Georgia?

I wish | had one of my AID colleagues who
could tell all about the work they have done
in the healthcare sector over the last 20 years.
In that period of time, we've helped Georgia
develop its hospitals, its healthcare practitio-
ners. Of course, security is important, and ha-
ving a free media is important, but your heal-
th is extremely important. The life expectancy
of children and maternal healthcare, these
are issues we all have something invested in.
So, | think the health and welfare of people
is certainly one of the most important areas
where we've cooperated.

It

plished so much in 20 years, and it's really an
outstanding example for this area. We are pri-
vileged as diplomats to be serving here and
working with Georgians of all stripes, from all
different corners of the political world.

If you had one minute to talk to Presi-
dent Obama about Georgia, what would
you say?

Wow! | think there’s not much | can tell Pre-
sident Obama about Georgia that he doesn't
already know. The White House and our se-
cretary of state, Hillary Clinton, are very much
in tune with what's happening here. There's
lots of information that goes to them. I'd pro-
bably give him advice on where to get the
best khachapuri and leave the politics and
everything else to him, because he probably
has more information than | do and he knows
a lot about everything.
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