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THE TRIBE OF JUDAH
Marc Chagall (1887-1985)

“The Tribe of Judah” is connected with the biblical theme of the Twelve Tribes of Israel, representing the
descendants of the twelve sons of Jacob.

The Twelve Tribes hold a special place in Marc Chagall’s artistic world. The theme is particularly
associated with his celebrated cycle of twelve stained-glass windows created for the synagogue of the
Hadassah Medical Center in Jerusalem, each inspired by one of the biblical tribes.

In biblical tradition, Judah occupies a particularly important place. The tribe is associated with the royal
lineage of David, and later with Jerusalem and the historical heritage of the Jewish people. The name
Judah is also connected with the designation “Jew.”

For Chagall, biblical subjects were never simply illustrations of the past. He transformed them through
his own poetic and symbolic visual language. Colour, animals, birds, plants and human figures come
together in a distinctive world where biblical memory, Jewish culture and personal imagination
intertwine.

“The Tribe of Judah” belongs to this broader artistic world, in which Chagall brings ancient biblical
heritage to life through a modern, emotional and poetic visual language.



