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THE TRIBE OF SIMEON
Marc Chagall (1887-1985)

“The Tribe of Simeon” is connected with Simeon, the second son of Jacob and one of the Twelve Tribes
of Israel.

The theme of the Twelve Tribes occupies a special place in Marc Chagall’s artistic world. Its most
celebrated expression is the cycle of twelve stained-glass windows created for the synagogue of the
Hadassah Medical Center in Jerusalem, with each window dedicated to one of the biblical tribes.

In biblical texts, Simeon is particularly associated with the story of Shechem, in which Simeon and his
brother Levi play a significant role. In Jacob’s blessing, their figures are associated with themes of
strength and anger.

Chagall did not approach biblical stories as literal illustrations. His visual language is built upon symbol,
colour, movement and imagination. Animals, birds, plants and human figures often become signs of
memory and the spiritual world within his art.

In Chagall’s work, the biblical past is closely connected with Jewish culture, historical memory and the
artist’s own personal experience. The theme of the Twelve Tribes therefore becomes more than a
retelling of biblical history: it becomes a poetic reflection on memory, identity and cultural heritage.



